
                   UNITED PRESBYTERIAN-CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

October 4th, 2020 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MUSICAL PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP​ ​(silent congregational preparation for worship) 

PRELUDE    ​Christ is Made the Sure Foundation D. Cherwien  

CHORAL INTROIT ​Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing​ ​       ​words by Robert Robinson 

GREETING        ​L: The Lord be with you. 

P: And also with you. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The God who frees us invites us to worship. 

The God of law welcomes our loyal response. 

       ​The heavens are telling the glory of God. 

       The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. 

God is present with us, eager to speak to us. 

Our Creator is here to test us and to keep us from sin. 

     ​  The law of God is perfect, reviving the soul. 

       God’s decrees are sure, making wise the simple. 

We tremble before God, yet are not afraid. 

We are ready to listen to God’s word. 

     ​  May our awe before God be pure and enduring. 

       May our thoughts and our words be acceptable to God. 

MORNING PRAYER​ (read by Lay Reader) 

O God, our rock and our redeemer, enlighten us today through the ancient witness of your 

faithful people.  Lead us to desire the guidance of your word.  Remind us of your 

ordinances that are true and righteous altogether.  May they shape our living and warn us 

when we are in error.  We seek to honor your name, to divest ourselves of idols, to keep 

this day of rest and worship.  Work with us to develop right-relationships in our family and 

with all your children near and far; we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

*HYMN  ​  ​How Great Thou Art    verses 1, 2, 3  #21 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION ​(unison) 

O God, we have no righteousness of our own.  We have bent and ignored your law. 

Your commandments inform but do not transform us.  We give lip service to your 

law but seek to avoid its implications for our lives.  We recognize some of our 

errors but many are hidden from us.  We devote our energies to accumulating 

possessions that function as idols in our lives.  We depend on them more than we 

honor you.  Save us, we pray, from great transgressions and help us to reorder our 

days.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put 

the fear of God upon you so that you do not sin.”  The One who orders all worlds seeks to 

bring order and joyous freedom into our lives.  To fear God is to open our eyes to the 

amazing vastness of God’s dominion and to the astonishing awareness that God knows 

each one of us, loves us, and has a purpose for us.  Let God reign among us! 

*GLORIA PATRI

#805    

CHORAL ANTHEM     ​Bread of Heaven   Mock & Lopez 

CHILDREN’S CHAT    ​Pastor Jim 

*HYMN  ​ When I Survey the Wondrous Cross​   ​ verses 1, 2, 4 #213  

SCRIPTURE  ​Psalm 19 (pg. 488); Philippians 3:4b-14 (p.1070) &  Matthew 21:33-46 

(p.899) 

MESSAGE  Rev. James Deters   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH ​   Apostles’ Creed #14 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

PERIOD OF GUIDED PRAYER   ​Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer 

OFFERINGS OF GIFTS AND TITHES 

OFFERTORY   ​  “Prelude” F. Peeters 

*DOXOLOGY #809  

*OFFERTORY PRAYER ​(unison) 

Ruler of all space and time, we want to be faithful stewards in your vineyard.  All 

that we have is yours.  Our lives are in your hands.  Help us to use well all that we 

here devote to the work of your church.  Help us to manage well, to your honor and 

glory, all that we retain for ourselves.  May we know heaven on earth because you 

hold first place in our priorities and our daily goal is to serve you.  Amen. 

*HYMN  ​Be Thou My Vision   #532 

COMMISSION AND BLESSING 

With eyes enlightened, go forth to serve with joy. 

With hearts made pure, pass on God’s love. 

       ​With souls revived, we go out rejoicing. 

       God’s law has revealed to us God’s love and care. 

All that we have gained is a gift from God. 

What is most important is not things, but Christ. 

       ​We seek to gain Christ within the church community. 

       We dwell together in Christ’s body, the church. 



 

Seek the growth of this body, for Christ’s sake. 

Bring others to dwell here, for their sakes. 

       ​We will press on toward our heavenly call. 

       Our resurrection faith gives us hope.  Amen 

 

*BENEDICTION 

*RESPONSE TO BENEDICTION ​  Blest Be the Tie That Binds  ​   ​verse 1  ​#708  

   

POSTLUDE​ ​  ​God of Grace P. Manz  

*​All those who are able, please stand. 

 

 

 

ORGANIST  ​Nancy Dufek 

CHOIR DIRECTOR  ​Diana Mann 

SINGERS ​Rebecca Nelson, Lynn Adams, Tim Delnay, Bill Handy 

 

 

Church office hours ​ Monday--Friday from 8:15 a.m. to noon 

Rev. James Deters, Pastor ​ upccpastor@gmail.com  

Kate Bernardo, Administrative Assistant  ​ ​kate.uppc@gmail.com 

Church office phone ​ 715-682-3093 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website:  ​https://upcchurch.org      

Like us on Facebook at   ​United Presbyterian Congregational Church 

Join our Facebook group​ at UPCC Connection 
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Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth;  

and in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord: 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead and buried; 

the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven and sitteth at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the  

quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.     Amen 
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Psalm 19   

 The heavens are telling the glory of God; 

    ​and the firmament​]​ proclaims his handiwork. 

Day to day pours forth speech, 

    ​and night to night declares knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words; 

    ​their voice is not heard; 

yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 

    ​and their words to the end of the world. 

In the heavens​ ​he has set a tent for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, 

    ​and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 

    ​and its circuit to the end of them; 

    ​and nothing is hid from its heat. 

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees   

of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple; 

the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes; 

the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; 

the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 

Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them  

there is great reward. 

But who can detect their errors?  Clear me from hidden faults. 

Keep back your servant also from the insolent; 

    ​do not let them have dominion over me.  Then I shall be  

 blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

    ​be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 

 

 

Philippians 3:4b-14    

Even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 

circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of 

the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 

Pharisee;  as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 

righteousness under the law, blameless. 



Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss 

because of Christ.  More than that, I regard everything as loss 

because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord​. 

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them 

as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  and be found in him, not 

having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but 

one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 

based on faith.  I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him 

in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 

dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the 

goal, but I press on to make it my own because Christ Jesus has 

made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my 

own, but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 

straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for 

the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Matthew 21:33-46   

“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 

vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 

watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another 

country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 

tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves 

and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.  Again he sent 

other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same 

way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my 

son.’  But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 

‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’  So 

they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.  Now 

when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 

tenants?”  They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 

miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will 

give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 

you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 

The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will 

crush anyone on whom it falls.”​ ​ When the chief priests and the 

Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking 

about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds 

because they regarded him as a prophet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ACTIVITY CALENDAR: 

 

10/5  7 pm - In person Deborah Circle meeting at Church  

10/7 Noon - In person AA meeting in LL lounge 

9/8 9 am - In person Bible study in youth room 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

10/6 Pat Hammond & Tom Mathisen 

10/7 Eli Schue 

10/9 John Moore 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Children’s Chats​ ​ We are looking for volunteers to do children's chats via video for our 

Sunday streaming services. If you would like to volunteer, need help with this, or need to 

learn how to do this please email ​ladams1055@gmail.com​ or text or call Lynn at 

715-209-6784. 

Communications Committee​ ​ In an effort to keep the congregation informed of 

events and activities of interest to the church family, please submit announcements for 

inclusion in the Sunday bulletin.  The submission deadline is noon every Tuesday.  Please 

send your information to the church office via email to ​info@upcchurch.org​.  
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