
                   UNITED PRESBYTERIAN-CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

November 15th, 2020 

24th Sunday after Pentecost 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MUSICAL PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AND COUNTDOWN 

MINI MOVIE 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE 

PRELUDE   ​ Holy Manna                                                            ​Arthur Frackenpohl 

CHORAL INTROIT   ​Ever Faithful, Ever Sure John Antes  

GREETING        ​L: The Lord be with you. 

P: And also with you. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Lift up your eyes, seeking to know your God. 

Attune your spirit to the One in whom we dwell. 

       God’s love surrounds us here today. 

      God calls us to be children of light. 

We belong to the day when we have faith. 

We live confidently in the hope of salvation. 

       We seek to be faithful to the best we know. 

       We want to invest the talents God gives us. 

Faithfulness gives us a sense of greater abundance. 

Doing justice adds to our sense of worth and dignity. 

      We are here to build up one another. 

       May our worship encourage each of us today. 

 

MORNING PRAYER​ (read by Lay Reader) 

Fill us gracious God, with a sense of your abiding presence.  Awaken our spirits to 

realities unseen.  Turn us from the dullness of our fear-filled grasping for security and help 

us to live with trust in you.  Expand among us such mutual regard and encouragement as 

will build up community and lead all of us to live in the light.  May faith and love dominate 

all our relationships as we enter into the joy of serving in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

*HYMN  ​  How Great Thou Art #21 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION ​(unison) 

We are reluctant to face your judgment, all-knowing God.  We know we have not 

fully invested the talents you have entrusted to us.  We hide them and hoard them, 

retreating into a false sense of security.  We live in the nighttime of self-protections 

rather than in the light of full participation in loving faithful service.  We seek to 

escape your wrath by shrinking from life rather than investing ourselves in the 

tasks to which you call us.  Have mercy on us, O God.  We want to be children of 

the day - your day.  Help us!  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

God has not destined us for wrath but for obtaining salvation through Jesus Christ, who 

offers us life in all its fullness.  Continue, then, to build up one another with 

encouragement and hope.  Look to God each day for mercy and assurance, and be alert 

to hear God’s commands.  Live as children of light. 

*GLORIA PATRI

#805    

CHORAL ANTHEM     ​I Will Give Thanks                                                         ​Lloyd Larson 

CHILDREN’S CHAT:  Pastor Jim 

*HYMN  ​   For the Fruit of All Creation.    License #11550902 #379 

 

SCRIPTURE:  ​Judges 4:1-7 (p.218); 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11(p.1077) & Matthew 25:14-30 

(p.904) 

MESSAGE  Rev. James Deters   

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   ​ ​See insert 

PERIOD OF GUIDED PRAYER   ​Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer 

OFFERINGS OF GIFTS AND TITHES 

OFFERTORY   ​A Prayer for Peace                                                                 ​Lani Smith 

*DOXOLOGY #809  

*OFFERTORY PRAYER ​(unison) 

There is no escape from your judgment, O Spirit of Holiness, but neither can we flee 

beyond your limitless love.  We offer an accounting of our stewardship in and 

beyond the offering  of this day.  Reshape our lives for joyous responsive 

participation in work that builds up the body of Christ.  Use what we offer here to 

bring encouragement and hope to many who have lost a sense of meaning for their 

lives.  Bless us and our offerings.  Amen​. 
*HYMN    ​Love Divine, All Loves Excelling #558 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

COMMISSION AND BLESSING 

As another week unfolds, continue to look up. 

Dare to invest yourself for the sake of others. 

       ​God will go with us to uplift our spirits. 

       We will pass on to others the encouragement God gives. 

Live as children of the day, children of light. 



Keep awake, sober, and full of faith and love. 

      ​ God’s saving grace is a healing force among us. 

       God’s trust in us helps us to trust others. 

Listen for God’s commendations and affirmation: 

“Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

      ​ We will seek to be worthy of that award. 

       May God bless our worship and our service.  Amen 

 

*BENEDICTION 

*RESPONSE TO BENEDICTION. ​Barocha  ​  ​M. Card   

POSTLUDE​ Jesus Shall Reign Benton Price 

 

*​All those who are able, please stand. 

 

 

ORGANIST  ​Diana Mann 

CHOIR DIRECTOR  ​Diana Mann 

 

 

 

Church office hours ​ Monday--Friday from 8:15 a.m. to noon 

Rev. James Deters, Pastor ​ upccpastor@gmail.com  

Kate Bernardo, Administrative Assistant  ​ ​kate.uppc@gmail.com 

Church office phone ​ 715-682-3093 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website:  ​https://upcchurch.org      

Like us on Facebook at   ​United Presbyterian Congregational Church 

Join our Facebook group​ at UPCC Connection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Presbyterian/Congregational Church 
214 Vaughn Ave, Ashland, Wisconsin 54806 

 

PASTOR:  Reverend James Deters 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL    9:00 am  

SUNDAY WORSHIP  10:30 am  

 

  

Illustration by Ben Cogger 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

Christ Jesus, 

though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God 

as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, 

being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form 

he humbled himself 

and became obedient to the point of death— 

even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess to the glory of God: 

Jesus Christ is Lord! Amen.  

 

(Adapted from ​Phil​ Chapter 2) 
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Judges 4:1-7  

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after 

Ehud died. ​ ​So the Lord sold them into the hand of King Jabin of 

Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army was 

Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. ​ ​Then the Israelites cried 

out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, 

and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years. 

At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging 

Israel. She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah 

and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up 

to her for judgment. ​ ​She sent and summoned Barak son of 

Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The Lord, the 

God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, 

bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of 

Zebulun. ​ ​I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet 

you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will 

give him into your hand.’” 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  

 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, 

you do not need to have anything written to you. ​ ​For you yourselves 

know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night. ​ ​When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 

destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a 

pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! ​ ​But you, beloved, are 

not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are 

all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or 

of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us 

keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and 

those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the 

day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, 

and for a helmet the hope of salvation. ​ ​For God has destined us not 

for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may 

live with him. ​ ​Therefore encourage one another and build up each 

other, as indeed you are doing. 

 

 

Matthew 25:14-30  

 

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and 

entrusted his property to them; ​ ​to one he gave five talents,​]​ to 

another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then 

he went away. ​ ​The one who had received the five talents went off 

at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. ​ ​In the 

same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.  

But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a 

hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. ​ ​After a long time 

the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.  

Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, 



bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me 

five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ ​ ​His master said to 

him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 

trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 

enter into the joy of your master.’ ​ ​And the one with the two talents 

also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two 

talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ ​ ​His master said to him, 

‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy 

in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the 

joy of your master.’ ​ ​Then the one who had received the one talent 

also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh 

man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 

not scatter seed; ​ ​so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in 

the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ ​ ​But his master replied, 

‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 

did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? ​ ​Then you ought to 

have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would 

have received what was my own with interest. ​ ​So take the talent 

from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. ​ ​For to all those 

who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but 

from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken 

away. ​ ​As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer 

darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

 

11/15 TODAY:  Virtual Thanksgiving dinner celebration 

11/16 1:00 pm In Person Mary Martha meeting in Dining Room 

6:30 pm in Person Deborah Circle meeting in Dining Room 

11/18 Noon:  In person AA meeting in Lower Lounge 

11/19 9:00 am - In person Bible Study in youth room 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

15 Warren Kolwitz 
17 Greg Radke 
19 Aaron Adams & Kim Bro 
20 Robert Sanders 
21 Mollie Jacobs & Reese Morgan Whiting  
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Children’s Chats ​ We are looking for volunteers to do children's chats via video for our 

Sunday streaming services. If you would like to volunteer, need help with this, or need to 

learn how to do this please email ​ladams1055@gmail.com​ or text or call Lynn at 

715-209-6784. 

 

Communications Committee​  In an effort to keep the congregation informed of events 

and activities of interest to the church family, please submit announcements for inclusion 

in the Sunday bulletin.  The submission deadline is noon every Tuesday.  Please send 

your information to the church office via email to ​info@upcchurch.org​.  
 

Today’s Anthem  ​In the seasons of my plenty, and in the seasons of my need, God has 

faithfully provided growing harvest from the seed. With my whole heart I will love Him.  

With my life I’ll seek his guidance as I serve him all my days. 
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