
                   UNITED PRESBYTERIAN-CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

January 24th, 2021 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

MUSICAL PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AND COUNTDOWN 

MINI MOVIE 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE 

PRELUDE   ​    ​Holy Manna John S. Dixon 

CHORAL INTROIT  ​I Have Decided to Follow Jesus                            ​Anonymous 

 

GREETING        ​L: The Lord be with you. 

P: And also with you. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

For God alone our souls wait in silence. 

Our hope is from God, our fortress. 

       God is our rock and our salvation. 

       God is our refuge and our deliverance. 

Trust in God at all times, in all places. 

Pour out your hearts to the One who hears. 

       All people are valuable in God’s sight. 

       No one is more important than another. 

Worship God, who is ready to speak to us. 

Open your lives to God’s steadfast love. 

       All power in the universe belongs to God. 

       Yet God depends on our faithful service. 

MORNING PRAYER​ (read by Lay Reader) 

We await your message, God, of all places and times.  Sometimes we do not like what we 

hear, but we know we need to listen.  Your message is inclusive and fair, while we like to 

make distinctions that favor us and our friends.  You call us out of our comfort zones to do 

new things and try better ways.  You direct us to reach out to people with whom we seem 

to have little in common.  Speak your truth to us in this service so we can carry it to the 

places where you want us to go, to the people you are eager to reach.  Amen. 

*HYMN  ​  ​God of Grace and God of Glory  #669 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION ​(unison) 

Sovereign God, we reluctantly confess that we have installed our own gods in our 

lives.  They take our time.  They use our resources.  They exact from us care and 

devotion.  We do not like to hear that our way of life is endangered.  Yet we 

sometimes realize that innocent steps into self-indulgence are really deliberate 

strides away from you.  We hear distant echoes of warning and judgement.  O God, 

we want to return to you before it is too late.  We repent of everything in our lives 

that cuts us off from you.  Hear our prayer.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

The people of wicked Nineveh proclaimed a fast and put on the garments of repentance. 

They begged God to turn around what seemed so inevitable - their own destruction.  God 

listened, and they were saved.  The present form of our world is passing away.  God has 

better things in store for us than we have yet known.  Our lives, enlisted in God’s realm, 

can account for something good.  Forgiven and forgiving people make a difference. 

*GLORIA PATRI

#805    

CHORAL ANTHEM     ​There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy                          ​Lee Dengler 

CHILDREN’S CHAT   ​Pastor Jim 

*HYMN  ​ Be Thou My Vision                  ​#532 

SCRIPTURE:  ​Jonah 3:1-5 (p.845); 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 (p.1042) & Mark 1:14-20 

(p.910) 

MESSAGE  Rev. James Deters   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                  ​ ​On insert 

PERIOD OF GUIDED PRAYER    ​Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer 

OFFERINGS OF GIFTS AND TITHES 

OFFERTORY          ​Tallis’ Canon Paul Manz 

*DOXOLOGY #809  

*OFFERTORY PRAYER ​(unison) 

God of steadfast love, we pray that you will love the world through the monies we 

dedicate today.  We pray that your work of transformation will be carried forward by 

our gifts.  As a church, we seek to follow where Jesus leads.  As individuals, we 

heed the call to discipleship.  Bless our efforts to fish for people - for their sakes, 

not our own.  Amen. 

*HYMN  ​  ​Will You Come and Follow Me Insert 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

COMMISSION AND BLESSING 

God sends us out into the world with good news. 

God directs us to warn and to give assurance. 

       We are disciples of Jesus Christ. 

       We have been commissioned and blessed. 

We go out as people who know our own weakness. 



We rise above our shortcoming in the strength Christ gives. 

       ​We will trust in God at all times. 

    We will speak God’s truth in love. 

The reign of God is drawing near to us. 

It can be realized in our lives here and now. 

       We accept God’s rule among us. 

       We are citizens of God’s realm.  Amen 

 

*BENEDICTION 

*RESPONSE TO BENEDICTION   ​Blest Be the Tie     Verse 1 #708     

POSTLUDE​   Allegretto Arr. Rob Roy Peery 

 

 

*​All those who are able, please stand. 

 

 

 

ORGANIST  ​Nancy Dufek 

CHOIR DIRECTOR  ​Diana Mann 

PIANIST ​Marian Penn 

VMIX​  Robert Sanders   ​SOUND​  Chuck Gottschall 

PRODUCTION:  Lynn Adams 

 

Church office hours ​ Monday--Friday from 8:15 a.m. to noon 

Rev. James Deters, Pastor ​ upccpastor@gmail.com  

Kate Bernardo, Administrative Assistant  ​ ​kate.uppc@gmail.com 

Church office phone ​ 715-682-3093 

 

 

 

 

 

Website:  ​https://upcchurch.org      

Like us on Facebook at   ​United Presbyterian Congregational Church 

Join our Facebook group​ at UPCC Connection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Presbyterian/Congregational Church 
214 Vaughn Ave, Ashland, Wisconsin 54806 

 

PASTOR:  Reverend James Deters 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL    9:00 am  

SUNDAY WORSHIP  10:30 am  

 

  

Illustration by Ben Cogger 
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AFFIRMATION 

 

Great indeed, we confess, 

is the mystery of our religion: 

Christ Jesus was manifested in the flesh, 

vindicated in the Spirit, 

seen by angels, 

preached among the nations, 

believed in throughout the world, 

taken up in glory. 

1 Tim. 3:16 (Revised Standard Version) 
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Jonah 3:1-5  p.845 

 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 

“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the 

message that I tell you.”  So Jonah set out and went to 

Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was 

an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across.  Jonah 

began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, 

“Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”  And the 

people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and 

everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 
 

 1 Corinthians 7:29-31  p.1042 

 

I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has 

grown short; from now on, let even those who have wives 

be as though they had none, and those who mourn as 

though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as 

though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as 

though they had no possessions, and those who deal with 

the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the 

present form of this world is passing away. 

 

 

 

Mark 1:14-20  p.910 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 

proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time 

is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 

repent, and believe in the good news.” 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon 

and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for 

they were fishermen.  And Jesus said to them, “Follow me 

and I will make you fish for people.”  And immediately 

they left their nets and followed him.  As he went a little 

farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother 

John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 

Immediately he called them; and they left their father 

Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

 

The date for the annual meeting has been set for Sunday, February 7th at noon.  This will 

be a virtual meeting - instructions will be forthcoming. 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

25 Nancy Bissell  
26 Dorothy Whiting & Peter MacGregor 
27 Jennifer McPeak  
28 Carol Eder 
30 Josh Girggs & Joey Ford 
31 Jim Fridsma, Kim Fridsma & Eric Adams 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 In an effort to keep the congregation informed of events and activities of interest to the 

church family, please submit announcements for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin.  The 

submission deadline is noon every Tuesday.  Please send your information to the church 

office via email to ​info@upcchurch.org​.  
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