
                   UNITED PRESBYTERIAN-CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

February 21st, 2021 

1st Sunday in Lent 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

MUSICAL PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AND COUNTDOWN 

MINI MOVIE 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE 

PRELUDE  Come, Ye Sinners​, ​Poor and Needy 

CHORAL INTROIT​ ​Jesus Loves Me (Children)       ​William B. Bradbury, 1862 

 

GREETING        ​L: The Lord be with you. 

P: And also with you. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Welcome to the time of covenant renewal. 

The God of our salvation greets us here. 

       We are reminded of God’s promises to us; 

       We remember the promises we have made. 

Sense the Spirit descending on us now. 

Hear God’s welcoming voice. 

       Surely God is with us. 

       We can hear God calling our names. 

See the rainbow in the sky. 

Wonder at God’s steadfast love. 

       All creation proclaims the wonders of God. 

       We come together to learn what God wants us to teach us. 

MORNING PRAYER​ (read by Lay Reader) 

Lead us in your truth this day, gracious God.  We long to know your ways and to be 

guided by your Spirit.  Direct us into that realm where your purposes govern the hearts 

and minds of all your children.  We want to grow in the likeness of Jesus, to learn to live in 

ways that are pleasing to you.  We wait for you now, eager to respond to your instruction. 

Let nothing cut us off from you or separate us from one another, not only in this time of 

worship but as we face the challenges of another week.  Amen. 

*HYMN  ​ ​ Baptized in Water #758   

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION ​(unison) 

Have mercy on your church, O God, for we forget the covenant into which you call 

us.  We muddle along in our self-serving schemes rather than waiting on your word. 

We follow the path of least resistance without seeking your higher way.  We forget 

our baptism into a faith community built on trust and forgiveness.  We turn from the 

vision of heaven to the treacherous hell of competing egos.  O God, we turn to you 

to lead us to a new day.  According to your steadfast love, forgive us, we pray. 

Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

God is faithful to the covenant, even when we forget.  In mercy and steadfast love, God 

lifts us above the sins of our youth and the transgressions of today.  Christ brings us to 

God that we might receive a new spirit and a good conscience.  We are God’s beloved 

children who are welcomed into God’s realm right here, right now, in the midst of life. 

*GLORIA PATRI

#805    

CHORAL ANTHEM​   Guide My Feet John Carter 

CHILDREN’S CHAT   ​Rev. James Deters 

*HYMN  ​Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days        ​verses 1, 3, 5 #200 

SCRIPTURE  ​Genesis 9:8-17 (p.7); 1 Peter 3:18-22 (p.1105) & Mark 1:9-15 (p.910) 

MESSAGE  Rev. James Deters   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH       ​On insert 

PERIOD OF GUIDED PRAYER   ​Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer 

OFFERINGS OF GIFTS AND TITHES 

OFFERTORY  Sing Praise 

*DOXOLOGY #809  

*OFFERTORY PRAYER ​(unison) 

Thank you, God, for the signs and wonders that reveal your presence.  Thank you 

for the covenant fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  We want to do our part to share your love 

with the world.  Use our offerings and our lives to bring a realization of your reign 

among us.  Extend your realm by re-creating the church as a true representation of 

Jesus Christ.  May we be humble, teachable, and faithful as we seek to lead others 

into a covenant community.  Amen. 

*HYMN    ​In The Bulb There Is a Flower #678 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

COMMISSION AND BLESSING 

The time is fulfilled; God’s reign is now. 

Hear and believe the good news Christ offers. 

       We are children of God, beloved and blessed. 

       We are a covenant community with a mission. 

Be open to all God wants to teach you this week. 

Seek God’s leading every day through Lent. 



 

       This is a season for renewal and recommitment. 

       We will turn to God in prayer every day. 

God will teach you and lead you in truth. 

God’s mercy and steadfast love will surround you. 

       He will live as people of the promise. 

        We go out rejoicing in our baptism, in Christ.  Amen 

 

*BENEDICTION 

*RESPONSE TO BENEDICTION   ​God Be With You  ​#840    

POSTLUDE  Hymn to Joy  

 

*​All those who are able, please stand. 

 

 

 

ORGANIST  ​Nancy Dufek 

CHOIR DIRECTOR  ​Diana Mann 

PIANIST​  Marian Penn 

SINGERS​  Becca Nelson, Julie Radke,Tim Delnay, Bill Handy 

VMIX  ​ Lynn Adams     ​SOUND  ​Rob Sanders 

PRODUCER  ​ Lynn Adams  

TECH SUPPORT​  Ernie Bliss 

 

Church office hours ​ Monday--Friday from 8:15 a.m. to noon 

Rev. James Deters, Pastor ​ upccpastor@gmail.com  

Kate Bernardo, Administrative Assistant  ​ ​kate.uppc@gmail.com 

Church office phone ​ 715-682-3093 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website:  ​https://upcchurch.org      

Like us on Facebook at   ​United Presbyterian Congregational Church 

Join our Facebook group​ at UPCC Connection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Presbyterian/Congregational Church 
214 Vaughn Ave, Ashland, Wisconsin 54806 

 

PASTOR:  Reverend James Deters 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL    9:00 am  

SUNDAY WORSHIP  10:30 am  
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Genesis 9:8-17  p.7 

 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am 

establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 

and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the 

domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many 

as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never 

again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never 

again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is 

the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every 

living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set 

my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 

between me and the earth. ​ ​When I bring clouds over the earth and 

the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant that is 

between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the 

waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When 

the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting 

covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is 

on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant 

that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the 

earth.” 

 

 

1 Peter 3:18-22  p.1105  

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 

unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 

flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a 

proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not 

obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the 

building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 

through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves 

you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to 

God for​[​c​]​ a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, 

with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

Mark 1:9-15  p.910 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan.  And just as he was coming up out 

of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him.  And a voice came from heaven, 

“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  He 

was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was 

with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming 

the good news​]​ of God​,​ and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 

kingdom of God has come near; repent and believe in the good 

news.” 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+3%3A18-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30428c


AFFIRMATION 

 

We believe and confess only one God,  

who can do all things, 

is all wise, all good, all just, and all merciful. 

We believe that everything required for our salvation has 

been offered and communicated to us in Jesus Christ, the 

wisdom of God and God’s eternal Son. 

Jesus Christ clothed himself in our flesh: 

God and human in one person. 

We believe that we are illuminated in faith by the 

unfathomable grace of the Holy Spirit. 

God imparts this gracious gift.  

By faith we receive grace to live holy lives in awe  

and reverence for God, for we receive  

what the gospel promises when God gives us 

the HolySpirit.  Faith does not cool our desire for good 

and holy living, but rather engenders and excites it in us,  

leading naturally to good works. 

We believe that the sacraments are joined to the Word 

in order that the Word may be more fully confirmed.  Baptism  

is given to us as the pledge of our adoption, in which we are  

grafted into the body of Christ and renewed in holiness of 

Life by his Spirit.  The holy supper of our Lord is a testimony  

of our unity with Jesus Christ, who died only once and was raised 

for our salvation.  The body and blood of Jesus Christ are  

food and drink for the soul just as bread and wine are nourishment  

for the body.  

As for the true Church, we believe that it ought to be governed in 

accordance with the order established by our Lord, Jesus Christ.  

In this way, pure doctrine can be maintained, the poor and afflicted 

can be helped in their need, assemblies can be gathered in the name  

of God, and both great and small can be edified. 
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ACTIVITIES 

 

2/24 5:30 pm Virtual Session Meeting 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 
22 Greg Brown, JoAnn Erickson & Kate Bernardo 
23 Trista Richardson 
26 Matt Brown & Tucker Ray Melland 
27 Katie Swanson & Sarah Yankee 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

In an effort to keep the congregation informed of events and activities of interest to the 

church family, please submit announcements for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin.  The 

submission deadline is noon every Tuesday.  Please send your information to the church 

office via email to ​info@upcchurch.org​.  
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