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March 21st, 2021

5th Sunday in Lent

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MUSICAL PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AND COUNTDOWN

MINI MOVIE

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE

PRELUDE Of the Father’s Love Begotten arr. Mark Hayes

CHORAL INTROIT Into My Heart Harry D. Clark

GREETING L: The Lord be with you.

P: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

The days are surely coming says our God:

The day is here to affirm a new covenant.

We call on God’s steadfast love and mercy.

We seek a strong and vital relationship with our God.

God’s law will be written on our hearts.

Our Creator claims us and forgives our faithlessness.

We are eager to know the God who loves us.

We are ready to learn God's instruction for us.

God offers us the joy of salvation.

Our brokenness can be healed and wholeness restored.

We are open to the new and right spirit God offers.

We seek guidance for our daily living.

Amen.

MORNING PRAYER (read by Lay Reader)

As Jesus offered up prayers and supplications to you, O God, we cry out to you today.

You know our losses and our fears.  You understand our suffering and pain.  We wish to

see Jesus, to know the healing touch felt by so many. We want to hear a reassuring

voice.  We long to see a new day when evil is overcoming and wrong cannot prevail.  Lift

us up and draw us to yourself as we worship in this hour.  Equip us for our daily living as

we seek to be true to your covenant with us.  Amen.

*HYMN Jesus Shall Reign verses: 1, 3, 4, 5 #745

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love.  Wash us thoroughly

from our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin.  We know more of our own

transgression than we have been willing to admit, even to ourselves.  We cannot

escape from the sin that clings so closely.  By our actions and our neglect, we have

done what is evil in your sight.  May your judgment help us to face the truth about

ourselves.  Then wash away the stain of our iniquity. Create in us clean hearts and

renew our spirits.  We are ready for a new life. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

We are welcome into God’s redempting presence.  We are children of our Creator who

loves us.  We are brothers and sisters of Jesus, who was obedient to God and faithful to

the law of love, even in the face of the cross.  Through suffering, Christ became the

source of eternal salvation for us, realized when we embrace the covenant in truth and

faithfulness.  The burden of our sin is lifted from us.  New life is ours to enjoy.

*GLORIA PATRI #805

CHORAL ANTHEM There is a Balm in Gilead African American Spiritual

CHILDREN’S CHAT Jocelyn Langholz

*HYMN Ah, Holy Jesus verses 1, 2, 3 #231

SCRIPTURE: Jeremiah 31:31-34 (p.721); Matthew 25:31-45 (p.904) & James 1:19-27 (p.

1100)

MESSAGE All Are Welcome Here: Truth, Aspiration, or Illusion Jocelyn Langholz

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH on insert

PERIOD OF GUIDED PRAYER Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer

OFFERINGS OF GIFTS AND TITHES

OFFERTORY Prayer Song Paul Taylor

*DOXOLOGY #809

*OFFERTORY PRAYER (unison)

We dedicate these offerings to the proclamation of your word, the teaching of your

ways, and the living of your will for all humankind. We reach out with joy and

gladness to offer your love to the world.  May these gifts enable the sharing of your

presence with many who have not experienced a sense of their own value as your

children.  As we keep covenant with you, we would also share its joys and

obligations with our neighbors.  Amen.

*HYMN Breathe on Me, Breath of God verses 1, 2, 3 #295

ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

God has written the law of love within us.

We are empowered to live according to that law.



We have experienced God’s presence together.

That presence will sustain us as we scatter.

God’s wisdom has been planted in our hearts.

It is different from the wisdom of this world.

We dare to live as forgiven and forgiving sinners.

We risk showing love to those who seem unlovable.

We are people of God, accepted and loved.

We are followers of Christ, commissioned for service.

Where Christ leads, we will follow.

Where our service is needed, we will go.

Amen.

*BENEDICTION

*RESPONSE TO BENEDICTION Shine Out Today

POSTLUDE Rejoice! Be Glad! Todd Kendall

*All those who are able, please stand.
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AFFIRMATION

Let the same mind be in you

that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God

as something to be exploited,

but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form

he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death –

even death on a cross.

Therefore God also highly exalted him

and gave him the name

that is above every name,

so that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

Phil. 2:5-11
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Jeremiah 31:31-34 p.721

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It
will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord.
33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I
will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be
my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to
each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their
iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Matthew 25:31-45 p.904

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32 All the nations will
be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and
he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger
and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I
was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited
me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 41
Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed,

depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty
and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did
not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and
in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer,
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or
naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45 Then he
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of
the least of these, you did not do it to me.’

James 1:19-27 p. 1100

1 You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to
listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for your anger does not
produce God’s righteousness. 21 Therefore rid yourselves of all
sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with
meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your
souls.

22 But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive
themselves. 23 For if any are hearers of the word and not doers,
they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24 for they
look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what
they were like. 25 But those who look into the perfect law, the law of
liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who
act—they will be blessed in their doing.

26 If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but
deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is
pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for
orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself
unstained by the world.



ACTIVITIES

March 24th:  5:30 pm Virtual Session meeting

BIRTHDAYS

21 Laura Moore, Kat Roman
26 Ed Hopkins

ANNOUNCEMENTS

In an effort to keep the congregation informed of events and activities of interest to the

church family, please submit announcements for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin.  The

submission deadline is noon every Tuesday.  Please send your information to the church

office via email to info@upcchurch.org.
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