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Thanksgiving Worship Service
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MUSICAL PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AND COUNTDOWN

PRELUDE For the Fruit of All Creation. T. Keesecker

GREETING L: The Lord be with you.

P: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

We dwell in a land God has loaned to us.

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth.

We come with gladness to worship God.

We enter God’s presence with joyous song.

The first fruits of our labor belong to God.

Rejoice in the privilege of sharing God’s bounty.

God has made us, and we belong to God.

We are the sheep of God’s pastures.

The God of peace greets us in this time of worship.

Enter with thanksgiving and heartfelt praise.

We thank God for steadfast love to sustain us.

We praise God for faithfulness to all generations.

*HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth (verse1) #353

INVOCATION

Our baskets are full, gracious God, with the bounty you have provided.  Our hearts are full

of thanksgiving and praise.  We are eager to meet you here, to learn from you, to be

changed by you, to become more fully the people you intend for us to be.  Show us how to

do the work you have planned for us.  Equip us as your faithful stewards.  Amen.

*HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth (verse 2) #353

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

O God, we like to think we have nothing to confess.  If our thoughts are pure, our actions

kind, and our thanksgiving genuine, have we not lived up to your standards?  Yet you call

us to put you first in all things, and we have not done that.  You call us to be peacemakers,

but we do little more than try to avoid conflict.  You call us to a passionate faith and

compassionate sacrifice, and both are difficult for us.  Feed us, God, with food that

endures for eternal life and answers our thirst with life-giving water.  Amen.

*HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth (verse 3) #353

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Do not worry.  The God of peace will be with you, guarding your hearts and minds.  Let

your thoughts center on all that is true, honorable, just, pure and commendable.  Keep on

doing the things you have learned.  God’s transforming spirit dwells with those who seek

to be faithful.

*HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth (verse 4) #353

SCRIPTURE AND MEDITATION Pastor Racheal

*HYMN Amazing Grace (verse 1) #502

SCRIPTURE AND MEDITATION Pastor Teena

*HYMN Amazing Grace (verse 3) #502

SCRIPTURE AND MEDITATION Pastor Jim

*HYMN Amazing Grace (verse 4) #502

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed #14

*HYMN Amazing Grace (verse 5) #502

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING and the Lord’s Prayer

*HYMN Be Thou My Vision #532

COMMISSION AND BLESSING

The bread of heaven gives life to the believer.

Receive the bread, eat, and live.

We will turn to God daily for nourishment.

We will give thanks with grateful hearts.

The bread of heaven gives life to the church.

Share the bread; share your stories.

We will gather in the community of faith.

We will share the bread and share our lives.

The bread of heaven gives life to the world.

Pass on the gift with joy to neighbors near and far.

We will bless the world with acts of love.

This is our highest thanksgiving to God.

Amen. Amen.

*BENEDICTION

*RESPONSE TO BENEDICTION God Be With You #840

POSTLUDE. Be Thou My Vision.                 P. Manz

*All those who are able, please stand.
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Phillippians 4:4-7 p.1071

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

John 6:25-35 p.972

When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him,
“Rabbi, when did you come here?” Jesus answered them, “Very
truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs,
but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food
that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which
the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father
has set his seal.” Then they said to him, “What must we do to
perform the works of God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work
of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” So they said to
him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it
and believe you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate
the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread
from heaven to eat.’” Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you,
it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my
Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of
God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the
world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me
will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be
thirsty.



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth;

and in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord:

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead and buried;

the third day he rose from the dead;

he ascended into heaven and sitteth at

the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the

quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.     Amen
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