
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN-CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

April 28, 2024

Fifth Sunday of Easter

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LIGHTING THE UNITY CANDLE

PRELUDE Concert Aria W. A. Mozart

Jacob Itzin, trumpet Anne-Marie Itzin, pianist

CHORAL INTROIT Be Still And Know That I Am God

GREETING L: The Lord be with you.

P: And also with you.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Come to worship God whose love was revealed in Jesus.

Let all the ends of the earth turn to our God.

We will worship the Almighty and sing praises.

We will proclaim good news to others.

Beloved, we are called to love as God loves us.

We are to love one another as sisters and brothers.

Everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.

We seek to let God's love be perfected in us.

Remember that you have been baptized.

God claims you and has high expectations of you.

Christ is the vine; we are the branches.

We will bear fruit when we abide in the vine.

MORNING PRAYER (read by Lay Reader)

Open our senses to your direction, amazing God, so we may be alert to opportunities you

give us. Fill us with good news to share with those who seek meaning for their lives. We

are here because we need the good news ourselves. There is much in life that we do not

understand. We seek to know your Word and to be led by it. Recall us to the vows of our

baptism, reconfirming in us the covenant promises that link us to you and to one another.

As we meet you here, our hearts are lifted up in praise. May our worship glorify your name

and be pleasing to you. Amen.

*HYMN Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee #20

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

O God, we have ignored our origin in you and denied your rule over the nations. We

have pursued illusions of self-interest rather than abiding in your love. We have

turned away from brothers and sisters as if they were enemies to be hated. We are

afraid to love those who differ from us or who have the power to harm us. We

hesitate to take the risks of caring for fear that we may be hurt. Discipleship seems

too demanding. O God, release us from our fears and failures to trust your love and

live with bold generosity. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

There is good news for all who sincerely repent and seek a living, growing relationship

with God. Those who are open to the gift of God's love are blessed with the capacity to

extend love to others and thus experience the depth and riches of life that God intends for

us. When we love one another, God's love is perfected in us.

*GLORIA PATRI #805

INSTALLATION OF ELDER Kat Whitten

PASSING OF THE PEACE

CHORAL ANTHEM Let All the People Praise Thee Natalie Sleeth

Jacob Itzin, trumpet

CHILDREN’S CHAT Rev. James Deters

*HYMN Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love #436

SCRIPTURE 1 John 4:7-21 (p. 1112)

MESSAGE Rev. James Deters

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH On insert

PERIOD OF GUIDED PRAYER Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer

OFFERINGS OF GIFTS AND TITHES

OFFERTORY My Jesus, I Love Thee David Hegarty

Please sign the friendship pad at the end of the pew and pass it on.

*DOXOLOGY #809

*OFFERTORY PRAYER (unison)

We give, gracious God, because we are grateful. Your love has sustained us

through many trials and temptations. We are thankful for those who have guided

our attempts to understand the scriptures. Your loving judgment has provided the

pruning our lives require in order to bear fruit. We give in order to extend to others

the blessings we have received and to continue the ministry we need as we seek to

abide together in your love. Amen.

*HYMN Fairest Lord Jesus #115

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*COMMISSION AND BLESSING

Live for God every moment of every day.

Take time to bow down in gratitude for God's love.

We seek to live as people who know God.

Because we are loved, we dare to love others.



Do not be afraid to witness to your growing faith.

Do not hesitate to show the fruits of abiding in Christ.

We will turn to the perfect love that casts out fear.

We will tell of that love to future generations.

You have been equipped and empowered by love.

God is filling your life with purpose and energy.

We love because God first loved us.

We go out to serve as apostles of Jesus Christ. Amen.

*BENEDICTION

*RESPONSE TO BENEDICTION Lift High the Cross refrain only #229

POSTLUDE Postlude on “Azmon” Don Phillips

*All those who are able, please stand.

A WORD ON THE OFFERING

For your convenience, during cold and flu season, plates are placed at each entrance.

You are welcome to place your offering in the plate as you enter or during a hymn. The

ushers will bring your offering forward later in the service.

Large print bulletins, children’s bulletins, and aids for the hearing impaired are available. All people

are welcome in the sanctuary; however, a nursery is available for kindergarten and younger children

needing a place to invest their excitement. There is also a children’s room for families who need a

quiet space for babies and young children. Please ask an usher for assistance.

ORGANIST Nancy Dufek

CHOIR DIRECTOR Diana Mann

VMIX Hannah Deters STREAMING AUDIO Joseph Deters

SANCTUARY SOUND Joseph Deters

PRODUCTION Hannah Deters

TECH SUPPORT Ernie Bliss

LAY READER Rob Sanders

USHERS Tom & Connie Cogger

COFFEE HOSTS Myra Bliss and Jan Tomlinson

Church office hours Monday--Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Rev. James Deters, Pastor upccpastor@gmail.com

Susan Sanders, Administrative Assistant upcc.office214@gmail.com

Church office phone 715-682-3093

Website: https://upcchurch.org

Like us on Facebook at United Presbyterian Congregational Church

Join our Facebook group at UPCC Connection

United Presbyterian/Congregational Church

214 Vaughn Ave, Ashland, Wisconsin 54806

PASTOR: Reverend James Deters

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:00 am

SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:30 am

Illustration by Ben Cogger

mailto:Susan.upcc@gmail.com
http://upcchurch.org


ACTIVITIES

5/1 Pastor Jim at nursing homes

Noon: AA meeting in lower lounge

5:00 Earth Care meeting in dining room

5:30 Middle School Youth Group

7:00 pm Choir practice

5/5 Confirmation Sunday

9:00 am Sunday school classes

9:15 am Adult Bible study

10:30 am Worship service

BIRTHDAYS

29 Lori Mahnke

30 Elaine Kirke

2 Joanne Weister

6 Christian Fuhrman, Marian Penn

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Birthday Offering: The Birthday offering of Presbyterian Women began in 1922 and has

provided funds for many projects. This year the two supported projects are in Louisville,

Kentucky for a renovated kitchen to provide free meals once a week to economically

disadvantaged residents and in Marthasville, Missouri for renovating a villa into four

accessible apartments for people with intellectual/developmental disabilities. There are

yellow envelopes in the pew racks for your consideration. Thank you for your support.

Event: Praying Through the Psalms with Calvin

● Date: April 30
th

● Where: UPCC - Lower Lounge

● Time: 12:15-12:45

● What to bring: journals and Bibles (Bibles can be provided if needed)
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Our only comfort, in life and death,

is that we belong—

body and soul, in life and in death—

not to ourselves but to our faithful Savior,

Jesus Christ,

who at the cost of his own blood

has fully paid for all our sins

and has completely freed us

from the dominion of the devil;

that he protects us so well

that without the will of our Father in heaven

not a hair can fall from our heads;

indeed, that everything must fit his purpose

for our salvation.

Therefore, by his Holy Spirit,

he also assures us of eternal life,

and makes us wholeheartedly willing and ready

from now on to live for him.

Heidelberg Catechism, 4.001
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1 John 4:7-21 (p. 1112)

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who

loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not

know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way:

God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In

this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much,

we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love

one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.

By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us

of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his

Son as the Saviour of the world. God abides in those who confess that

Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and

believe the love that God has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in

them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have

boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world.

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do

with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We

love because he first loved us. Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their

brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister

whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The

commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love

their brothers and sisters also.






