
                   UNITED PRESBYTERIAN-CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

January 10th, 2021 

The Baptism of Christ 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

MUSICAL PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AND COUNTDOWN 

MINI MOVIE 

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE 

PRELUDE ​Joy to the World  arr. Carol Tornquist 

CHORAL INTROIT   ​Gloria, Gloria (#825) 

GREETING        ​L: The Lord be with you. 

P: And also with you. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The powerful voice of God created all worlds. 

That same voice calls us to worship. 

       Ascribe to our God glory and strength. 

       Come before God’s glorious majesty. 

God’s strength shakes the wilderness. 

That same strength is offered to people of faith. 

       The flames of God penetrate our cold hearts. 

       May God bless all people with true peace. 

Come together to remember your baptism. 

Gather to celebrate the Spirit’s gifts. 

       The heavens open to us at the Word of God. 

       Surely God forgives and makes whole. 

MORNING PRAYER​ (read by Lay Reader) 

In the beginning, O God, you fashioned a universe.  Each star and planet had its 

beginning in you.  Out of the void, you brought light and life. Through eons of creativity, 

you have acted, and today we are here, inheritors of an amazing process, tiny specks in 

the limitless reaches of time and space.  And you are here, waiting to greet us.  As you 

acted in our baptism, you are acting still to make all things new within us and among us. 

Let your light awaken us and your Spirit empower us for faithful living.  Amen. 

*HYMN  ​ I Sing the Mighty Power of God #52 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION ​(unison) 

Creator God, you have created us, but we have chosen to go our own way.  You 

have reclaimed us, but we have, by our arrogant attitudes and actions, rejected the 

claim.  You have sent your Holy Spirit to break into our controlled and 

unimaginative routines, and we have not appreciated that burst of creative energy. 

We are ready now to admit that our ways are full of dangerous byways.  Our 

mistakes and failures have often come because, in our false pride, we have not 

listened to you.  Save us again by your forgiving love.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

A voice from heaven said to Jesus: “You are my own Child, the Beloved; with you I am 

well pleased.”  Jesus Christ passed on that gift to those who cared to follow.  We, too, are 

beloved children of God, loved, forgiven, and sent on a mission.  All who are truly sorry for 

their sin are relieved of its burden and are recreated in God’s image.  Celebrate God’s 

strength and glory! 

*GLORIA PATRI

#805    

SPECIAL MUSIC    ​Goin’ to Bethlehem  (recorded)                                        ​ Jay Althouse 

CHILDREN’S CHAT    ​Pastor Jim 

*HYMN  ​ Breathe on Me, Breath of God      ​verses 1, 2, 3 #295 

SCRIPTURE  ​Genesis 1:1-5 (p.1); Acts 19:1-7 (p.1012); & Mark 1:4-11 (p.910) 

MESSAGE  Rev. James Deters   

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   ​Nicene Creed#15 

PERIOD OF GUIDED PRAYER    ​Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer 

OFFERINGS OF GIFTS AND TITHES 

OFFERTORY       ​We Three Kings                                                          ​ arr. Carol 

Tornquist 

*DOXOLOGY #809  

*OFFERTORY PRAYER ​(unison) 

Mighty God, you have given us everything we have.  You have granted us life.  You 

have poured out abiding love on our behalf.  You have made us rich.  We share out 

of this awareness and because we care about people who do not know you, people 

who have not shared your abundance, people who have  defied your 

commandments, people who need your love.  Bless our gifts to do the work you 

intend.  Amen. 

*HYMN  ​ ​This is My Father’s World      ​verses 1, 3 #384 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

COMMISSION AND BLESSING 

God gives strength to those who will receive it. 

God will bless the people with peace. 

      ​ We need the strength God will provide. 

       We accept peace as God’s generous gift. 

Listen to the majesty of God’s voice, calling you! 



Glorify God’s name in your work and worship. 

. 

     ​  We have been baptized in the name of Jesus. 

       The triune God has blessed and empowered us. 

Then go out as a new creation in Christ. 

Let others see how God is changing you. 

    ​  We are unworthy servants of the Most High. 

      Yet we are ready to do what God expects.  Amen 

*BENEDICTION 

*RESPONSE TO BENEDICTION    ​God Be With You  ​#840    

POSTLUDE  ​The Holly and the Ivy arr. Bruce Greer 

 

*​All those who are able, please stand. 

 

 

 

ORGANIST  ​Diana Mann 

CHOIR DIRECTOR  ​Diana Mann 

VMIX​ Robert Sanders                ​SOUND​  Chuck Gottschall 

SINGERS​  Becca Nelson, Lynn Adams, Tim Delnay, Bill Handy 

SPECIAL MUSIC  ​ Bob Drevlow, Bill Handy, Myra Bliss, Julie Radke, Tiffany Darling 

PRODUCER​  Lynn Adams 

 

 

Church office hours ​ Monday--Friday from 8:15 a.m. to noon 

Rev. James Deters, Pastor ​ upccpastor@gmail.com  

Kate Bernardo, Administrative Assistant  ​ ​kate.uppc@gmail.com 

Church office phone ​ 715-682-3093 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Website:  ​https://upcchurch.org      

Like us on Facebook at   ​United Presbyterian Congregational Church 

Join our Facebook group​ at UPCC Connection 
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214 Vaughn Ave, Ashland, Wisconsin 54806 

 

PASTOR:  Reverend James Deters 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL    9:00 am  

SUNDAY WORSHIP  10:30 am  
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of Heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 

true God, begotten,not made, of one Being with the Father; through 

him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly 

human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of Life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in the one holy and catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come. 

Amen. 
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Genesis 1:1-5  p.1 

 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the 

earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 

covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 

swept over the face of the waters.  Then God said, “Let 

there be light”; and there was light.  And God saw that the 

light was good; and God separated the light from the 

darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 

 

Acts 19:1-7  p.1012 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the 

interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found 

some disciples.  He said to them, “Did you receive the 

Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, 

“No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 

Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 

answered, “Into John’s baptism.”  Paul said, “John 

baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 

people to believe in the one who was to come after him, 

that is, in Jesus.”  On hearing this, they were baptized in 

the name of the Lord Jesus.  When Paul had laid his 

hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they 

spoke in tongues and prophesied—altogether there were 

about twelve of them. 

Mark 1:4-11  p.910 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness proclaiming 

a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And 

people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem were going out to him and were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 

belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 

He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie 

the thong of his sandals.  I have baptized you with water; 

but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and 

was baptized by John in the Jordan.  And just as he was 



coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 

and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.  And a voice 

came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with 

you I am well pleased.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

 

1/12     8:15 am Virtual Stewardship meeting via Zoom 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

 
4 Alisa Kolwitz 
7 Peter Bremner & Ross Fuhrman 
8 Atticus Roman 
9 Allison Radke & John McFaul 
10 Russ Fish 
 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The date for the annual meeting has been set for Sunday, February 7th at noon. 

This will be a virtual meeting - instructions will be forthcoming. 

 

 In an effort to keep the congregation informed of events and activities of interest to the 

church family, please submit announcements for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin.  The 

submission deadline is noon every Tuesday.  Please send your information to the church 

office via email to ​info@upcchurch.org​.  
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