UNITED PRESBYTERIAN-CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
ORDER OF SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
February 28th, 2021
2nd Sunday in Lent
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MUSICAL PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP AND COUNTDOWN
MINI MOVIE
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE
PRELUDE A Celtic Set for Lent
T. Keesecker
CHORAL INTROIT Jesus Loves Me (Children)
William B. Bradbury, 1862
GREETING

L: The Lord be with you.
P: And also with you.
CALL TO WORSHIP
We are invited to walk with God.
We are welcomed by God as people of the covenant.
How awesome to stand in the presence of our Creator!
We bring our praise to glorify God.
God calls us by name and gives us new names.
We are summoned to faithfulness and fruitfulness.
God not only speaks to us but also listens.
God hears our cries and meets our need.
Let the ends of the earth remember and turn to God.
Let the families of all nations worship the Creator.
We will pay our vows to the One who calls us.
We praise the God of all nations and all peoples.
MORNING PRAYER (read by Lay Reader)
In trust and confidence, we call on your name, almighty God, eager to know you more fully
and serve you more faithfully. We have heard your amazing promises given to our
ancestors in the faith. We seek your word for us in our day, for we want to grow strong in
our faith as our ancestors did in theirs. As they gave you glory and praise, we gather to
do the same. As they passed on their faith to new generations, we seek to teach and live
in such a way that our children and their children will be drawn to minister in your name.
Amen.
*HYMN  Lift High the Cross verses 1, 3, 4
#229

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
God of our ancestors, we come to you, confessing that we have set our minds on
human things. We have sought to gain the world - so many things to buy, so many
things to do. Yet we are not satisfied. Life’s meaning eludes us. Your ways seem
out of date; your promises appear as the hopes and dreams of a past generation.
But in our hearts we sense an eternal design which is for all generations, a way of
life more satisfying than we have allowed ourselves to explore. O God, we confess
our need for you.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
God’s face is not hidden from those who truly seek. God does not withhold love from us
when we go our own way. When we open our eyes to see God's works, when we open
our ears to hear God’s word, when all our senses are alert to God's leading, we will realize
how we have been blessed by an unseen hand, forgiven and restored to wholeness. God
offers us the opportunity to live as one in tune with the universal, filled with hope, upheld in
love, dwelling in covenant.
*GLORIA PATRI
#805
CHORAL ANTHEM Without His Cross
Joseph M. Martin
CHILDREN’S CHAT Rev. James Deters
*HYMN  My Faith Looks Up to Thee
verses 1, 2, 3
#552
SCRIPTURE:  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 (p.12); Romans 4:13-25 (p. 1027) & Mark 8:31-38
(p.919)
MESSAGE
Rev. James Deters
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
 On insert
PERIOD OF GUIDED PRAYER Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer
OFFERINGS OF GIFTS AND TITHES
OFFERTORY  Interlude
John Carter
*DOXOLOGY
#809
*OFFERTORY PRAYER (unison)
Glorious God, we dedicate these gifts as an expression of our faith. You alone
know how much we share and how much we withhold. You know the extent of our
trust and the depth of our commitment. May this act of giving draw us closer to you
and extend a blessing to all who are helped through our sharing. Amen.
*HYMN  Take Up Thy Cross
On insert
ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMMISSION AND BLESSING
Dare this week to follow where Jesus leads.
Dare to love the unlovable and care about others.

 We want to follow in the footsteps of Christ.
We want the poor to eat and be satisfied.
Do not be ashamed to challenge values of our culture.
Dare to question all that denies God’s reign.
 We want to live with faith, hope, and love.
We want to extend God’s rule to all people.
The promises of God are for you and for all.
God will make you exceedingly fruitful.
 We will trust the promise of God.
We go out to live as covenant people.
Amen.
*BENEDICTION
*RESPONSE TO BENEDICTION God Be With You
POSTLUDE  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

#840
John Carter

*All those who are able, please stand.
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AFFIRMATION

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God,

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God,

the Lord alone.

the Lord alone.

You shall love the Lord your God

You shall love the Lord your God

with all your heart,

with all your heart,

and with all your soul,

and with all your soul,

and with all your might.

and with all your might.

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16


p.12

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to
Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me and be
blameless.  A
 nd I will make my covenant between me and you, and
will make you exceedingly numerous.”  Then Abram fell on his face;
and God said to him,  “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You
shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  N
 o longer shall your
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made
you the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  I will make you
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall
come from you.  I will establish my covenant between me and you,
and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after
you.
15-16
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name.  I will bless her and, moreover, I
will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.”

Romans 4:13-25

p. 1027

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the
righteousness of faith.  I f it is the adherents of the law who are to
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.  F
 or the law brings
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this
reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have
made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist.  Hoping against hope, he

believed that he would become “the father of many nations,”
according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants
be.”  H
 e did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body,
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb.
No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God,  b
 eing fully
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now
the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake
alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed over to
death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Mark 8:31-38

p.919

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said
all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on
divine things but on human things.” He called the crowd with his
disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel will save it. For
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
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Roxanna Turner, Mercedes Torres & Thomas Sanders
Nancy Dufek, Chuck Gottschall
Sherry Hanson & Ayden Zifko
Price Wickman & Joe Schultz
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Thomas Sanders
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In an effort to keep the congregation informed of events and activities of interest to the
church family, please submit announcements for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin. The
submission deadline is noon every Tuesday. Please send your information to the church
office via email to info@upcchurch.org.
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